The Social
Responsibilities
Council

. keeps the
congregation informed
on social issues

. takes action on
position and policies of
the Society

. collaborates with other
organizations in the
community on
issues of social
concern
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2006-07 Social Responsibilities Council
members are:

Chair: Donna Doran

Elected members: Barbara Cooley, Lois Griffin, Don
Odell, Peggy Slocum, Robert Therriault, Pola Yolles

Appointed members: Judith Brink, Betty Dietz, Maria
Joyner, Thayer Heath

We welcome and appreciate the many contributions of
others who actively serve with the SRC. Thanks!

Social Responsibility
at FUUSA

First
Unitarian
Universalist
Society

of Albany

405 Washington Ave.
Albany, NY 12206
(518) 463-7135
www.fuusalbany.org

Rev. Samuel A. Trumbore, Minister

A welcoming congregation



What kinds of issues does
the Social Responsibilities
Council address...

Some current SRC issues
and topics:

Major focuses for 2006-2007:
e Green Sanctuary Program
e Criminal Justice and Prison
Reform
e Health care
e Our Community

Recent “topics of the month”:
 Health Care
o Homelessness
e Human Rights/Government
o Economy/Labor
e Hunger
e Criminal Justice
e Environment
e Peace
e Local Empowerment

Sampling of Sunday Forum topics:

« Women'’s Reproductive Rights

o New Views on Legalizing Drugs

 Roots of the Middle East Conflict

« Alternatives to Violence

e Living a Car-Free Life

e Accountable Voting Equipment

o Hospice Care

o Genetically Engineered Foods

« Options for Providing Universal
Health Care

Some SRC activities:

e Sponsoring weekly Forums on societal

issues with guest speakers (10:30 A.M.
Sunday in Stott Lounge)

« Staffing an SRC table during Sunday cof-

fee hour, featuring sale of Fair Trade cof-
fee and chocolate, sale of Central Ameri-
can craft items, and sale of energy effi-
cient lightbulbs

« Initiating petitions, public statements,

and letter writing on the critical issues

e Providing dinner twice monthly to the

Emergency Homeless Shelter

e Providing dinners to a group of homeless

veterans four times/year

« Collecting blankets, sleeping bags, coats,

toiletries, and non-perishable food for
the homeless

e Recycling ink and toner cartridges and

cell phones

e Publishing a listing of regional events of

significance in Windows.

« Selling items to benefit the national Uni-

tarian Universalist Service Committee

« Collaborating with other groups such as:

Interfaith Impact

ARISE

Upper Hudson Planned Parenthood

Hunger Action Network

Homeless Action Committee

Peace groups

Prison Action Network

Capital District Alliance for Universal
Health Care

...and how can people get

involved?

Just stop at the SRC Table in

Channing Hall during coffee hour, email
src-chair@fuusalbany.org, or attend the

meetings of the SRC, on the first Sunday
of each month, after the 10:30 service.

The SRC structure

The Social Responsibilities Council (SRC)
is established by the bylaws of FUUSA, to
coordinate education and

action on social issues of moral and
ethical significance. The chair and six
members are elected by the congrega-
tion. Five additional members are ap-
pointed by the elected members.

SRC and Faith
The SRC strives to
provide meaningful
opportunities and ac-
tivities that respond
ethically and morally
to an often troubled
world.

The Flaming Chalice design was originally
used during WWII as a badge to identify Uni-
tarians who were helping refugees flee Hitler.
It became a symbol of risk, service, and free-
dom which has since been widely adopted by
many Unitarian Universalist congregations.



